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THE LIFE OF GENERAL BOOTH      [CHAP.

successor to the office of General Superintendent, and all the
rights, powers, and authorities of the office shall vest in the
person so appointed upon the decease of the said William
Booth, or other General Superintendent appointing him, or at
such other period as may be named in the document appoint-
ing him.

VL It shall be the duty of every General Superintendent to
make in writing, as soon as conveniently may be, after his ap-
pointment, a statement as to his successor or as to the means
which are to be taken for the appointment of a successor at
the decease of the General Superintendent, or upon his ceasing
to perform the duties of the office, such statement to be signed
by the General Superintendent, and delivered in a sealed en-
velope to the Solicitor for the time being of the Christian Mis-
sion ; but such statement may be altered at will by the General
Superintendent at any time during his continuance in office
upon a new statement being signed by him, and delivered as
before mentioned to such Solicitor as aforesaid.

These powers, we must be careful to recognise, were
assumed only when the tentative policy of the Conference
Committee was seen to be inimical to the advance of the
Mission, and only after William Booth had been approached
by the most active members of the Mission and asked to
assume them. Among those who approached him in this
way was the late George Scott Railton, afterwards a very
able Commissioner in the Salvation Army. It was pointed
out to William Booth that the deputation had given up
everything to follow him, and that in making this sacrifice
of their worldly interests they had been influenced by the
conviction that he was a man specially called by God to
revivify the life of the Church; certainly, they had never
thought of giving their lives into the hands of a committee
whose instincts were little different from the councils and
committees of other religious bodies.

With this revolution in the machinery of the Mission
a fresh impetus was given to its work, both in London and
the provinces. It became, one may say, from that moment
the Salvation Army. Men and women surrendered their
lives to the inspiration of William Booth, went wherever
he ordered them to go, did whatsoever he bid them to do,
and suffered without murmur or complaint a hundred hard-